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34 al.Durrah al-Fakhirah

hand, a copyist may overlook glosses consisting of only a few words, It might
also be argued that these 12 glosses are not authentic, and that that is

the reason they occur in so few of the manuscripts, This argument can be
countered, hewever, by the fact that all 12 occur in Yahuda 3872, the

most authoritative of the manuscripts,
5These are the commentaries described in Section V of the Introduc -

tion.
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Section V
1For the author see Brockelmann, Geschichte, TI, 505, Supplement I,
520; and al-—kah al-ASlam, I, 28,
2See Vol. I, p. 35.

" 3See the description of this manuscript in Section VI of the Intro -
duetion, p. -

" 4For the author see Brockelman, Geschichte, Supplement, 1I; 619, For
‘the work itself see Brockelmann, op.-¢it,, 11, 266, Supplemcnt III, 1271;
and al-Baghdadi, Idak al-Makniin, 1, 567, ‘

' 5See Muhammad AsCad Talas; al<Kashshdf Can-Makhtitat Khazd'in

Kutub al-Awqdf, p. 277,
6See the description of this manuscript in Section VI of the Intro-

ducton, p. -

"7He is also the author ‘of a gloss on al-Taftazini’s commentary on
al-SAqa’id of al-Nasafi (Sce Brockelmann, Geschichte, Supplement, I, 759),
of a Persian tafsir on siirak 108 of the Qur’an, and of: another work, in
Arabic, entitled Risalat Abhath (See Ivanow, Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts in the Collection of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, p. 471).
8See Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the Library of the India Office,
II, 168. e ‘ , , ‘

9See. Ivanow and- Hosam, Catalogue, cy" the Arabic Manusmpis in the
Collection of thé Royal Asiatic Sociely of ‘Bengaly 1, 583.584.-

Section VI

18¢e-Section III of Introduction, p.

2Gémii de Dei Existentia et Astributis Libellus “Stratum Solve!” sive “Ukip
Pretiosus,” Pars Prior. Prolegomena una cum capitibus selectis in Latinum
sermonem translatis, Dissertatio quam ad summos in philosojihia"ﬁonores
aucteritate amplissitoi philosophorum ordinis in alma litterarum Univer-
sitate Fridericia- Gu.elmia Rhenana rite impetrandos scripsit et una cum
sententiis controversis die X mensis- Marii a; MDCCCLXXIX: hora XII
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publice defendit Jacobus Ecker. Bonnae.

The translation, which includes only paragraphs 1.3, 27-29 and 60-
71 was based on five manuscripts: Warner 702(3), Warner 997(1), Warner
723(2), Gotha 87(7) [See Pertsch, Die arabischen Handscriftens p- 156],
and Loth 670. With the exception of the Gotha manuscrii)f, all of these
have been used in the preparation of the peresent editioh.

3See Brockelmann, Geschichte II, 505, Supplement, JI, 520; and al-
Zirikli, al-ASlam, 1, 28.

4See Brockelmann, Geschichle, 11, 514, Supplement, II, 535.

50p. cit., I1, 514, Supplement, 1I, 534.

6See CAbd al-Hayy al-Hasani, Nuzhat ol-Khawatir, V, 301,

TAl.K Grani, al-Amam, pp. 107-108.

8See his Handlist of Arabic Manuscripts, pp. 41,52,341,354,439.

98ee Brockelmann, Geschi'chte, 11, 556; and G.W.]J. Drewes, “Sech
Joesoep Makasar” Djawa, 1926, No. 2, pp. 83-88,

Section VII

ISee Section III of the Introduction.

2This exception might be explained as a case of the glosses from a
manuscript of the long version being added later to the margins of a copy
of the short version. Since none of the glosses refer to the supplemental
paragraphs of the long version, a copyist interested only in adding the
glosses to his own copy might not notice the additional paragraphs at the
end of the manuscript from which he was copying.

3The exceptions are Gloss 15, which appears in Yahuda 5930, Glosses
23 and 25, which appear in Warner Or. 702(3), Gloss 41, which appears
in Loth 670, and Gloss 43, which appears in Yahuda 3179.

4Other explanations for the reduced occurrence of these 12 glosses
are, of course, possible, Glosses may be left out by a copyist because they

are too long to fit into the space available in the margin. On the other
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the year 873, the year of his accession, and 877, the year al-Jami was
unjustly accused of having ridiculed Shi‘ite beliefs because of what he was
alleged to have written in this work.

5For a detailed description of the Haft Awrang and the three diwans
see Browne, Literary History, 1II, 516-548; and Hikmat, 7amt pp. 183~
203 and 207-212. : '

6Vol, XVI, New Series, Oriental Translation Fund. Reprimcd with
Additions and Corrections. London 1928,

7Printed in the margin of ¢Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi’s Jawdhir al~
Nausiis fi Hall Kalimat al-Fusis, Cairo 1304-1323,

8Lithographed in Bombay in 1307.

9See my edition and translation of this work, “Al~Jami’s Treatise on
Existence,” in Islamic Philosophical Theology. Ed. Parviz Morewedge. Albany,
1975,

19See Storey, Persian Literature I, 954-959.

11 See Brockelmmann. Geschichte, I, 369, Supplement, I, 533; and
Browne, Literary History, 111, 514.

12Seec Browne, Literary History, 111, 515,

Sect'on I

1The muhakamah was a genre of writing in which the author compared
two ﬂopposing points of view or positions and then attempted an édjudi-
cation or pos:sibly a.rééonciliation between them. Probably the most famous
work of this type was Qutb al-Din al-Razi’s al-Muhdkamat, in which he
attempted to reconcile the opposing views of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and
Nasir al-Din al-TiisT as expressed in their respective commentaries of Ibn
Sina’s Isharat.

2The six questions referred to here are apparently those pertaining to
God’s existence, His unity, His knowledge, His will, His power, and His

speech, all of which are dealt with in the original orshort version. The long
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version includes two additional questions dealing with the impotence of
contingent being and the emanation of multiplicity from unity.

3Tashkubrizadah, al-Shagd’iq al-Nu®maniyah, 1, 390-391.

4The first nine of these questions are treated in the original version
whereas the last two are dealt with in the supplemental paragra;;hs‘ of the
long version. The nine questions treated in the original version can be
reduced to the six questions mentioned in al-Shagd’ig al—.Nucmdm:y&h by
combining the two questions dealing with Ged’s knowledg‘c,i considering
the question of the dependence of an eternal effect on a free agent as part
of the question of God’s power, and considering the question of God’s
attributes in general as a preface to the following questions dealing with
the attributes in detail.

5Insofar as has been possible the sources of all quotations and para-
phrases, whether acknowledged- by al-Jami or not, have been -indicated in
the notes to the translation of al-Durrak al-Fakhirah and the Glosses. ;-

6See his Khatimah, British Museum MSOr. 218, fol. 172b.

7Ecker, Gdmii de Dei Existentia et Attributis Libellus, p. 26..

8Al-Kirani, al-dmam li-Igdz al-Himam p. 107,

Section IV

IThe principal source for al-Lari’s life is al-Kashift’s Rashahat, pp-
163-173. Other sources include Babur’s Babur-nama, pp. 284-285; Dara
Shikiih, Safinat al-Awliyd, p. 84;al-Sanhiti, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyak, p.'153;
and al-Lahawri, Khazinat al-Asfipa, 1, 598.

2The name of a city and district in  the province .of Fars. See G.
Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, p. 291.

-3See Storey, Persian Literature, I, 956-958,

~ 4See Brockelmann, 1, 369, Supplement, I, 533. » ‘

58ee Brockelmann, Geschichte 1, 787. A copy - of this . work is to be

found on folios 15b-33bof MS Loth 670 in the India Office Library, See

the description of this manuscript in Section VI.of the Introduction, p. .
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22A1-Jami’s letters to ®Ubayd Allah al-Ahrar are preserved in his
Risalah-i Munsha’at. See Hikmat, Fami, p. 205.

23As, for example, in the first daftar of his Silsilat al-Dhahab (al-
Jami, Haft Awrang,”p. 158), in his Tulfat ul-Ahrér (al-Jami, Haft Awrang,
p- 384), and in his third Diwdn (Khatimat al-Hayat). See Hikmat, Fami,
pp. 72-76,

243ee Storey, Persian Literature, I, 789-795

258¢e Babur, Babur-ndma, pp. 283-292.

26The passage in question is entitled “Dar bayan-i ankih akthar-i
khalg-i ®ilam riiy-i parastish dar mawhiim wa-mukhayyal darand”, which
may be translated “In explanation of the fact that most of the people of
the world have the object of [their] worship in their own imagination
and fancy”. See al-Jami, Haft Awrang, p. 52. ‘

27See al-Zirikli, al-ASam, VII, 280, andgjautograph No. 1240
opposite p. 273 ; and Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 120, Supplement, 11,
116. ’ v :

28He is perhaps to be identified with a certain °Ata’ Allah al-CAjami
whose biography is given in Tashkubrizadah’s al-Shag@’iq al-Nu°maniyah,
1, 334. _

29The ashrafi was a gold coin first issued by the Mamluk sultan, al-
Ashraf Barsbay, and weighing about 3.41 grams or .11 of a troy ounce.
See Bacharacly, “The Dinar Versus the Ducat”, IJMES, IV, 77-96.
Five thousand ashrafis would therefore weigh” aboutg 17,050 grams or
550 ounces. .

305ee Tashkubrizadah, al-Shaga’iq al-NuSmaniyah, I, 390-391.

31Two letters of Bayazid 1I to al-Jami with al-Jami’s answers are
preserved in Faridin Beg’s Munsha’at al-Saldtin, I, 361-364, See Hikmat,
Fami, pp. 44-47.

32See Tashkubrizidah, al-Shaga’iq al-NuSmaniyak, I, 389-390,

33For the description of his tomb, see Hikmat, jdmi, pp. 214-228.

Section II
INo complete or exhaustive list of al-Jami’s works has yet been
compiled. One of the problems facing the compiler of such a listis that
al-Jami seems to have given definite titles only to his major works., Conse-
quently, the titles of his minor works often differ from copy to copy, each
title being based on a different key word or expression to be found in the
intitial paragraphs of the text. Accurzte identification of a copy of a par-

ticular work must, therefore, be based on the beginning lines of the work

at least, if not on the entire text.

The most thorough lists compiled to date are the following: '

1, The description of M8 No. 894, containing 37 of al~Jami’s works,
given by Sachau and Ethé in their Catalogue of the Persian, Turkish, Hin -
dustani and Pushiu Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, pp. 608-615.,

2. The description of MS No. 1357, containing 22 of al-Jami’s
prose works, given by Ethé in his Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the
Library of the India Office, 11, 762.765, : .

3. The list compiled by A.T. Tagirdzhanov on pp. $11-318 of his
Opisanie Tadzhikskikhi Persidskikh Rukopisei Vostochnogo Otdela Biblioteki LGU.

4. “Ali Asghar Hikmat’s description of al-Jami's works on pp. 166~
213 of his book, Fimi. ]

5. The list of prihtéd editions and translations of al-Jami’s works
on pp 26-35 of Edward Edwards 4 Catalogue of the Persian Printed Books i;z
the British Museum. | - -

2See fol. 172b of British Museum MS Or. 218.

3See pp. 86-67,

4This is the date given in the colophon of the first daftar on p. 183
of Agi Murtada’s edition of the Haft Awrang. Although al-Jami often
mentioned the date for the completion of a work, usually in its last lines,
he did not do 5o in the case of this work. However, since the first daftar

is dedicated to Sultan Husayn Bayqara, it must have been written bétween

=



26 al-Durrah al-Fzkhirah

life  given here is based on al-Kashifi's Rashahat, pp. 133-163; and al-
Lart’s Khatimah, especially fols, 156b~158b, 170a~170b, and 172a~173b.

3The shorter commentary by Sa®d -al-Din al-Taftazani on Talkhis
al-Miftah, an abridgement of the third part of .al-Sakkaki’s Miftah al~*Ulim
by Jamil al-Din al-Qazwini, See Brockelmann, Geschichte, I, 352 -3 54,

4Any one of several commentaries on the third part of al-Sakkaki’s
Mifiah al.fUlam, See Brockelmmannm, loc. cif.

5The longer commentary of él~Taftézéni on al-Qazwini’s Talkhis al-
Miftak. See Brockelmann, loc, cit,

6His full name was Shihab al-Din Musa ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmid
al-Rimi. Sec al-Zirikli, al- A%am, VIII, 282; Brockelmann, Geschiahie, I,
275; Tashkubrizadah, al-Skaga’iq al-Nu®méiniyah, I, 77-81 (under the
biography of his grandfather, Mahmid). The year 815 given as the date
of his death by Brockelmann is clearly an error, Al-Zirikli places his death
at .about 840. Since he 'worked on the famous 25 of Ulugh Beg after
Ghlyath al-Din Jamshid's death in832 (or 833 according to some sources),
but died himself before the 2 was completed in 841, his death could
only have occurred within this period. See Aydin Saylh, The Observatory
m Islam, pp. 259-289; E.S. Kennedy, The Planetary Equatorium, pp. 3-7,
and Brockelmann, Geschichte, II,275-276. If Qadi~Zadah died as late as
841, al-Jami would at that time have been only 24,
‘ 7A’ commentary on al- Tadkirah al-Nasiriyah by Nasir al-Din al-Tisi.
See Brockelmamn, Geschichté; 11, 674-675 .

8A commentary on al-Mulakhkhas fi al-Hay’ah by Mahmid ibn
Muhammad ibn “Umiar al- -Jaghmini .See Brockelmann, Gesclzzohle, I, 624,
Supplement 1, 865.
- ocAls al-Din  ©Al ibn -Muhammad al-Qishji, a former student of
'Q,ﬁdi-Z'idéh, completed Ulugh Beg’s zij “after his teacher’s death, - See
Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 305, Supplement, 11, 329, :

10His full name was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmid al-
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Hafiz al-Bukhari A disciple of Bahs’ al-Din al-Nagshbar d, the founder of the
Nagshbandi order, he died unexpectedly in 822 in Medina after comp -
leting the pilgrimage. See al-Jami, Nafahit al-Uns, pp. 392-396, al -
Sanhiiti, al-Anwir al-Qudsiyah, pp. 142-145; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-
Awliy@, p. 79; al-Kashifi, Rashahdt, pp, 57-63.

He died in 860. See al-Jami, Nafahdt al-Uns, pp. 403-405; al-
Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 117-133; al-Sanhiti, al-Anwdir al-Qudsiyak, pp,
151-152; Dara Shikih, Safina: al-dwliy2’, pp. 81-82 (undcr the name
Nizam Khémﬁeh).

12He died in 791. See al-Jami, MNafahat al-Uns, pp. 38 1.389; al.
Kashifi, Rashakat, pp. 53-75; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliya’, pp. 78-79;
and al-Sanhiti, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, pp. 126.142.

13See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, Pp. 400-402; al-Kashif1, Rashahat, pp.
108-117; and al-Sanhiit, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, pp. 150-151,

"14See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp. 389-392; al-Kashifi, Rashahat, PP.
79-90; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliy@’, p. 80; and al-Sanhiti, al-Anwir
al~Qudsiyak, pb, 145-148.

158ee al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, Pp. 452.453.

16He was the son of Khwajah Muhammad Parsi, mentioned above.
See al-Jami, Nafakat al-Uns, pp. 396-397; al~Kashifi, Rashahdt, pp. 63~
64; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliya®, pp. 79-80; and al-Sanhiiti, al~Anwar
al-Qudsiyak, p. 144.

YiSee al-Jami, Nafahdt al-Uns, pp. 455-456,

18See al-Jami, op.cit., pp, 496498,

198ce al-Jami, op.cit., pp. 501-503,

2°Gee al-Jimi, op. cit., pp. 456-457,

21He was born in 806 and died in 895, See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns,
pp. 406-413; al-Sanhid, gl~Adnwar al~Qudsiyah, pp. 157-175; Tashkubri-
zadah, al-Shagd’iq al-Nu®maniyak, I, 381-389; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-
Awliya’, pp. 80-81; and especially al-Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 207-242,
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manuscripts when they are cited in the notes:
' Yahuda 3872
) Tasaquf 300
z Majami® Tal%t 217
" Yahud4 5373
. Or.Oct. 1854
"Warner Or. 997 (1)
Loth 670

[P

o

Majami® Taymur 134
cAqa’id Taymar 393
Warner Or. 702(3)
Bukhira 427~8°

oo SAmm 9276

e Hikmah 24

<5 Yahuda 3049

v Yahuda 5930

c G Ll

2. The Arabic words 4l and e and thé letters L (for ;,615) and (_ (for
’ m) used in the margins of some of ‘the inan'uscripts to indicate
variant, suggested, or corrected readmgs, are retamed in the notes
where these readings are cited.’ '
3. Numerals within parcntheses, ( ) refcr to the notcs at thc bottom of
the pagé ' )

B In a,l—Durrah al—Fakhlrah

1. Numerals within square brackets, [ ], refer to al—]am s Glosseé ahd
. are placed at the point in the text whcre the gloss is to be read "
2. A “v"” indicates that the word or phrase Wthh follows is dcalt w:th

in al-Lari’s Commentary.

C. In al-Liri’s Commentary

1. Overlining, in the Arabic text; and underlining, in the translation, are

used to indicate words and phrases quotad from al-Durrah.al-Fakhirah
or the Glosses.

9. Numerals at the head of seetions refer to the corresponding paragraph
numbers of al-Durrah- al-Fakhirah.

3. Numerals within square brackets at the head of sections refer to the

numbers of the coresponding glosses.

NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION

Section I

1The dlstrlct of Jam is located in the north east corner of thc
provmcc of Quhlstan near the Herat River, Sce G, Le Strange, The
Lands of the Eastern Calzphate, pp. 356-58,
2The principal sources for aly -Jami’s life are: 1) the bmgraphxcal
account given by his disciple °Abd al-Ghaftr al-Lar1 in the I{hatzmak or
Takmilah, appended to his Hashipah on al-Jam?’s .quahat al-Uns (See
Storey, Persian Literature, 1, 956-958); 2) al-Kashifi’s Rashahai-i cA_yn al-
Haydt, completed in 909 (Storcy, op. cit., 1. 964); 3) Mir CAh—Shu‘
Nawa'is  Khamsat al-Mutahayyirin, written in Turk1 in memory of al—]aml
(Storey, op.cit., 1, 789-790) ; and 4) Tashkubrizadah’s al~Shagd’q al-
NuSmanisah, 1, 389-392. R
Other sources include : al-Shawkani, al-Badr al-Tali¢ 1, 327-328;
al-Laknawi, al-Fawd’id al-Bakiyah, pp. 86-88; al-Sanhiiti, al-Anwdr al-
Qudsiyah, pp. 152.153; al-Nabhani, Fami® Karamat al-Awlya’, 11, '154;
Dara Shikith, Safinat al-Awliyd’, pp. 82-84.

' Modern accounts of his life are given by E.G. Browne in his Li»tgra,ry
History of Persia, 111, 507-548; by A.J. Arberry in his. Classical Persian
Literature, pp. 425-450; by W. Nassau Lees in the English ,prcface to his
edition of - al-Jam1’s qualzdt al-Uns, and. by °Ali-Asghar Hikmat 1nh1s
book, Fami, published in Tehran in 1320/1942. '

. -Except where other sources are cited, *he brief account of al<Jami’s

5
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shown to be authentic, the present edition of the Glosses has nevertheless

been limited to the 45 glosses contained in Yahuda 3872. It should be

noted that each of thes 45 glosses appears in at least two other manuscripts
with the exception of gloss No. 25, which appears in only one other
manuscript.. However, since this gloss is quoted by al-Lariin his Commentary
there ‘can be no doubt as to jts authenticity,

A comparison of variant readings in the original 33 glosses reveals
that nine of the 18 manuscripts containing these glosses fall into two distinct
groups, The first of those includes "Amm9276, °Aqa’id Taymir 393,Bukhara
427-8, Tasawwuf 300, and Yahuda 3872. The other contains Hikmah
24, Or, Oct. 1854, Warner Or. 702(3), and Yahuda 5373. Four of the
remaining manuscripts, Loth 6 70, Majami® Tait 217, Maiami® Taymir
134, and Yahuda 3049 cannot be placed in either of these groups nor
do they seem to constitute any additional group or groups in themselves,
The other five manuscripts contain too few glosses for a comparison of

vdriant readings to. be made.

Since of these 18 manuscripts_ only Yahuda 3872 and Warner Or.
702 (3) contain all 33 original glosses, it has not been possible to use the
same manuscripts in establishing the texts of all 33 glosses. As a general
rule, four manuscripts have been collated for each gloss, These are Yahuda
3872 and-Warner Or. 702(3), representing each of the two groups, and
one other manuscript from each group selected from among those manus—
cripts which happen to contain the gloss in question. .

Of the additional glosses, Nos. 5 and 13 are each contained in
seven manuscripts, Six manuscripts, “Aqa’id Taymiir 393, Bukhara 427.8,
Majami® Tatt 217, Tasawwuf 300, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373,
contain both-of these glosses, Majami® Taymiir 134 contains gloss No, 5
and “Amm 9276 contains gloss No. 13, Variant readings in these two
glosses indicate that four of these eight manuscripts, “Aqa’id Taymir 393,

Tasawwif 300, Yahuda 3872, and Yahuda 5373, form one group, and

that the remaining four constitute a second group. For these two glosses
two manuscripts from the first group, Yahuada 3872 and °Aqa’id Taymir
393, and two from the second group have been collated and their variant
readings cited in the notes. X S

The other additional glosses, Nos. 15,18,20,23-25 and 40-43, are
contained in too few manuscripts for any definite groups to be determined
from a comparison of variant readings. In most cases, therefore, all the
manuscripts containing these glosses have been collated and their variant
readings cited in the notes. v

It should be noted that in order to indicate which manuscripts have
been collated in establishing the text of a particular gloss, the symbols
designating those manuscripts have been placed in parentheses at tha head
of the notes pertaining to that gloss.

C. Al-Lar?’s Commentary

Al-Lar?’s Commeniary is found in only six of the manuscripts which
contain al-Durrah al-Fakhirak. These are ®Amm 9276, ®Aqa’id Taymur
393, Bukhara 427-8, Tasawwuf 300, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373.
All of those manuscripts except .°Aqé’id Taymir 393 contain the lbﬁg
version of al-Durrah al-Fikhirah, On the other hand, no copies of the
Commentary were found in any manuscript which did not cont_éin al-Durrah
qldekhi(ah with at least some of the glosses. )

On the basis of a comparison of variant readings these six manus-
cripts fall into two groups. The first of these includes Bukhara 427-8,
Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373, and the second cAmm 9276, ché’id
Taymir 393 and Tasawwuf 300, Two manuscripts from each group have
been used iﬁ the collatidn, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373 from the first
group and “Aqga’id T'ayniﬁr 393 and Tasawwuf 300 from the second.

VII. Notes on the Signs and Symbeols Used

A. In the Arabic texts generally:

I. The following Arabic letters have been used to dcsigna.t}e the
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indicated. It should be noted that 12 of the glosses, Nos. 5,13;15,18,20,
23-25 and 40-43 occur in appreciably less manuscripts than do the
other glosses, and with the obvious exception of °Aqa’id Taymir 393,2
are usually in manuscripts containing the long versions of the text,3 This
can be clearly seen by comparing the glosses contained in the two manus.
cripts of the long version with the most glosses, namely Yahuda 3872 and
Yahuda 5373, with the two manuscripts of the short version containing
the most glosses, namely Warner Or. 723(2) and Or. Oct. 1854. It there-
fore seems possible that these 12 glosses were added by al-Jami to the
original 33 at some later time, perhaps at the time the supplement was
added, although it should be noted that none of the 45 glosses refer to
passages or statements in the supplement.4

The accompanying table also indicates which of the glosses are dealt
with in al-Lar’’s Commentary as well as in the other commentaries con—
sulted.5 It has not been possible to use these commentaries in establishing
the text of the Glosses, since, with the exception of the commentary of
Muhammad MaCsim, the glosses are rarely quoted in their entirety.
Unfortunately the poor condition of the manuscript of Muhammad MaSsiim’s
commentary has prevented its use for this purpose. '

Several of the manuscripts, particularly Majami® Taymir . 134,
contain glosses which are attributed to al-Jami by means of the word minku
but which are not contained in any of the other manuscripts, or at most
in only one other manuscript. Are these glosses to be considered authentic
or not? None of them occur in either Yahuda 3872 or Tasawwuf 300,
both of which must be considered authoritative manuscripts because of
their transmission through Ibrahim al-Kiirani, nor are any of them men-
tioned in al-Lar’’s Commentary or any of the other commentaries which
have been consulted. Although it is possible that as yet unexamined manu-
scripts of al-Durrak al-Fakkirah may also contain additional glosses attri-

buted to al-Jami, and that some or all of these glosses may ultimately be
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"Majami® Tal®t 217, Sprenger 677 and Tasawwuf Talat 1587. The second
group consists of Hikmah 24, Or. Oct. 1854, Warner Or. 702(3), Yahuda
3049 and Yahuda 5373. The remaining 12 manuscripts do not seem to
fall into any definite groups. Of the total of 25, seven representative
manuscripts, Majami® Talt 217, Tasawwuf 300, and Yahuda 3872,
from the first group, Or, Oct. 1854 and Yahuda 5373 from the second
group; and Loth 670 and Warner Or, 997(1) from the remaining manu -
scripts have been chosen for the final collation, and their variant readings
have been cited in the notes,

The eleven copies of the supplement fall into four groups, The first
of these contains Cairo 1328, Majami® Tal%t 274, Tasawwuf 300 and
Yahuda 3872. The second group includes Bukharad 427-8, Yahuda 3049
and Yahuda 5373, and the third “Amm 9276 (both copies) and Majami®
Tal%t 217. Majami® Taymir 134 evidently forms a group of its own. Of
these 11 copies, four, one from each group, have been chosen for collation.
These are Yahuda 3872, Yahuda 5373, Majami® Talat 217 and Majami®
Taymir 134.

B. The Glosses

- Al-Jami’s Glosses are generally found written in the margins of the
manuscripts opposite the statement or' passage in the text to which they
refer, Occasionally, as in Yahuda 5930 and Yahuda 1308, a gloss has
been incorporated into the text, and sometimes, as in Warner Or. 702(3)
and Bukhéra +427-8, the glosses have been written on separate slips. of
vpaéer which have then been inserted between the folios of the manuscript,
At .thc end of each gloss the word minfu (by bim) is usvally written to
indicate that the gloss is by the éuthqf himself and to distinguish it from
the many other glosscs and uotes which fill the margins of many of the
'ménuscr’ipts. o ‘

Oaly I8 ofthe 25 copies of al~Durrah al-Fakhirah were found to
contain any of the glosses at all,-and only one, Yahuda 3872, contained all
of the 45 glosses included in the present edition. In the accompanying

table the particular glosses contained in each of these manuscripts.are
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Camm 9276 XX x| x| |x x| ®ix X Pixlxixz % %
Tasawwuf 300 X x| x| % X xix|x]x %% X X X X \ix
Yahuda 3049 x| x| x xpoixix] Ixix| |xlx|xix| Ix b X x| x|x
Bukhara 427-8 x{xlopxix; jx|xi{x{x |g|x x| Ix X X Xixixixx| x{xx]xlx]xlxlx
Majami® TalCat 217 x| x Xixlxix XXX X| X% X1 X X% X XX XX | xIx X I x|x|x1x]x
Majami . Tayngr 134 x| xixixix x|x 2{xl | X % X R PRIx|x | eix] x| xix ] x{xix]xix X|x
Yahuda 5373 XU oIzl xixl "z xixixxix| xlxix|x|x X Rix|x izl xixix|xl2|gx|x XX
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Loth 670 X x| xixlx| x| |x X X X 1% |x X x| x XIx|xix|x
cha'idTaymar?)% XXl X X XIXiX|lxix XIX X% XX v X X{xix
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Rylands 111 X X X x!x X
Yahuda 3179 X X
Yahuda 5930 X X X
Yahuda 1308
No. of MSS Containing Gloss 13 of 8 {13] 7}12}12f 171211 |1d13] 7 [1d 4 [i1l12la hals ] 7{0als ] 3l 2ol s iois e 117 |9 e 181311111
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al-Husaynabadi X X X x| X% X x| xixlx 1xIx X
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al—Kar;nE . ) XX X zly X
Anonymous X X X X X X
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Kirani known collectively as al-Tahrirat al-Bahirah li-Mabahith al-Durrah

al~Fakhirah,

Yaehuda 5373. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University
Library, A large collection of works and chapters from works all of which
are copied in the same hand and deal with various aspects of wahdat al-
wu_;ud Sifism. Included are the long version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah with
the glosses (fols. 8b-32b), the Commentary of al—Lz"a.fI (fols. 33b-47b), al-
Jami’s Risalah fi al-Wuyiid (fols. 1b~4a), and al-KiranDs al~Tahrirdt al-
Bahzmh (fols. 185b.199a) The copy of 'zvzl~Du>rm/z al-Fakhirak is dated 6
Rab1° al-Awwal and that of the Commentary 19 Rabi¢ al-Awwal 1104,
At the end of the copy of al-Tahrirat al-Bakirah, which is dated 19
Jumada al-Akhirah 1120, the copyist has given his name 51mp]y as Yahya.

Tahua’a 5930. Robert Garrett (,,ollc(‘txon, Princeton Umvcr51ty Lib-
r;xry. Contams short version of al-Durrah al-Fakkirah with a few of the

glosses (fols. 326a—334b) Al—Jém s Risalat fi al Wyjid is found on fols.
334b-336b. No datc or copyist is mentloned

. VII. The Establishment of the Texts.

In establishingv the texts of all three works an attempt was made to
divide the iria_nusqlzipts into groups on the basis of their variant readings.
From éach group one or two representative manuscripts were then selec—
ted, and these manuscripts were then colléfed and their variant feadings

cited in the notes.

The selection of these représentative manuscripts was based  on''a
number of considerations, ' These included 1) the care with which a
mianuscript had been copied as evidenced by the lack of obvious mistakes,

2) thé fact that a manuscript had been collated by the copyist with other

copies, as indicated by marginal notations, 3) the fact.that tha version of
the text copied had been transmitted by an authorized teacher; and 4) the
reputation of the copyist as ascholar in the subject of the work in question.
Morcover, on the basis of these considerations, Yahuda 3872 must be
regarded as the best and most authoritative of all the manuscripts, Tts
readings have therefore usually been adopted in cases where no one reading

is supported by a majority of the selected manuscripts,

A. The Text of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

Thetext of al-Durrak al-Fakhirah exists in both short and long.vcrsions.
The short version ends with paragraph 73,and, as previously stated, probably
represents the original text of the work which al-Jami sent to the Ottoman
sultan, Muhammad II, ! The long version contains the additional paragraphs
74-92 which were apparently written later to complete the work. Only ten of
the 25 copies used here contained the long version of the text, In oneof
these, Majami® Tal®at 217, the additional paragraphs of the long version
have been added in a different hand to the end of a copy of the short
version. In another, “Amm 9276, the additional paragraphs appear twice,
once in their proper place and once again at the end of al-Lari’s Commentary.
Because these additional paragraphs have at times been copied separately
from the restof the text, they havé been considered to constitute a distinct
work in themselves with respect to the collation of the manuscripts and their
distribution into groups, Consequently in what follows the short version
has g_eﬁcfally been referred to as the original text, whereas the ad_ditionzﬂ
pararaphs of the long version have been called the supplement,

Of the 25 copies of the original tcﬁ-:t consulted, eight can be »classiﬁnl:d
according to varint readings as forming one definite group and five more
as forming another group. The first of these groups can be further divided
into two subgroups, one of which comprises Cairo 1328, Majami® TalCat

274, Tasawwuf 300 and Yahuda 3872, and the other “Aq#’id Taymir 393,
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fi ¢lim al-Kalam of Fakhr al-Din al-Riazi, Cairo: Matbacat Kurdistan
al-¢Ilmiyah, 1328.

Hikmah 24. Maktabat al-Baladiyah, Alexandria. Contains the short

version and glosses (fols. 1b-13a). Neither copist nor date is mentioned,

Houtsma 46 4. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University Lib-
rary (Hitti, Descriptive Catalogue, p. 478). Contains short version with
no glosses (fols. 55a-64b), ‘No date or copyist mentioned.

Lotk 670. India Office Library, Iiondon (Loth, Cataloéue, p. 185).
Contains shortversion and glosses (fols. 1b~ 15a). No date or copy ist men~
tioned. On folios 15b-33b is a copy of °Abd al-Ghaftr al- Lari’s com—
mentary on Najm al-Din al-Kubra’s al~Usil al-SAsharah. Following

this is a copy of al-Jami’s Shark Hadith Abi Dharr al-<Ugqayli.

Majamic Talcat 217. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, - Cairo. Contains
short version with glosses (fols. 84a-96a). At the end of the short
version the supplemental paragraphs of the long version have been
added in a different hand (fols. 95a~96b). These have been joined to
the short version by pasfing a piece of i)aper over the original colophon

and then continuing the text onit. Neither date nor copyist is mentioned.

Majdmc Tdlcat 274. Dar al-Kutub al Misri}'ah, Cairo, ‘Contains
long version but none of the glosses (pp. 187-199). No date or copyist
is mentioned.

MajarmC Ta_ymur 134. Dar al-Kutub al—Mlsrxyah Ca1ro Contains
1ong verswn and glosses (fols l40a—159b) No date or copyxst is
mentioned.

Or. Oct. 1854. Staatsbibliothek Preussischer ‘Kulturbesitz. Marburg.
Contains short version and glosses (fols. 63a-70b). Copied by Muhammad
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ibn Mubammad al-Bukhari, Also included in the same hand is a copy

of al-JamT’s Risalah fi al-Wujid (fols. 69b-70b),

Rylands 111, The John Rylands Library, Manchester (Mingana,
Catalogue, p. 164). An incomplete copy containing paragraphs 1-23
only (fols. la~13a) and a few of the glosses. It is dated 1859 A.D.

Sprenger 677, Staatshibliothek Preussischer Kulturbe;itz, Berlin
(Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis, 11, 535). Contains short version without glosses
(fols. 91a-107a). Copy was completed at the end of Shawwal 1066 by
Yasuf ibn Abi al-Jalal cAbd Allah al-Jawi al-Maqasiri, who also copie‘;l
Yahuda 3872 nine years later in 1975.

Sprenger 1820c, Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin
(Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis, 11, 586). Contains short version and a few of
the glosses (fols. 582-692). Copy is dated Muharram 1082, but the
Copyist is not mentioned. Also contains a copy of al-JamPs Risalak Ji
al-Wigid (fols. 99b-100b). '

N Ta;awwqf 300. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, Cairo. Contains long
version with glosses (pp. 1-51) and al-Lari’s Commentary (pp., 54-91).
Both works were copied by Ibrahim ibn Hasan al~Tabbakh, ' Al-Durrah
al-Fakhirah was completed on 10 Ramadan 1290 and the commentary
on 15 Shawwal of the same year. At the end of al-Durrak al~Fakhirah,
on p. 31, the copyist has reproduced the ijazah of Ibrahim ibn Hasan
al-Kiirani® to Ahmad ibn al-Banni’ dated 23 Dha al-Qacdah '1074,
which he says he found on the manuscript from which this copy was
made. In the fjazah Ibrahim al-Karani states that his own authority
to transmit this work goes back to al-Jami through . his teacher,. Safi al—
Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad [al-Qushashi] al-Madani,4 Abﬁ al—M.awé.;
hib Ahmad ibn ©Ali al-Shinnawi,5 al-Sayyid Ghadanfar - ibn Jacfar .
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of folios 89b-124b of MS Amm 9276, which also contains copies of al-
Durrah al-Fakhirak and al-Lar’s commentary.®
. 3. Al- Faridah al-Nadirah fi Shark al-Durrah al-Fakhirah by Abu al-
°Ismah Muhammad MaSstim ibn Mawlana Baba al-Samarqand1 7 A
lengthy commentary on the long version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah and 32
of al- Jami’s glosses, Apparently only one manuscript of the work is
known, MS No. 1364 (Delhi 184 l) in the India Office Library in London.
Unfortunately this copy, consisting of 318 folios, is badly worm-eaten and
water—stained and, consequently, somewhat difficult to read.®
4. Shark alb-Durrah al-Fakhirah by an unknown author. Another
lengthy commentary on thé léng version and a few of the glosses. The only
known copy of this work is MS No. 1125 (Ar. 640), consisting of 163

folios, in the Library of the Asiatic Society in Calcutta.9

VI. The Description of the Manuscripts

As previously stated, al-Durrah al- Fa‘k}zimh exists in both short and
long versions,! Manuscnpt cop1es of both yersions are numerous and are
to be found in almost every library of Arabic or Persian manuscrlpts The

text of the long version was printed in Cairo in 1328, and parts of the

short version were published in Latin transiation by Jacobus Ecker as part
of a dissertation’ printed in Bonn in 18792. Copies of al-Jami’s Glosses and

al.Lari’s Commentary, however, are much less numerous.

In establishing the texts of al-Durrak al-Fakhitah, the Glosses, and
the Commehtary, a total of 24 manuscripts, in addition to the Cairo
printed edition of 1328, were used. Of these 25 copies, 15 contained the
text of the shoft version and the remainder the text of the long version.
Eightccn of the mahuscripts cohtain_ed at least some of the Glosses, and

six manuscripts also contained al-Lari’s Commentary.

A description of each of these 25 copies follows:

cAmmn 9276. Dar al-Kutub al-Zahiriyah, Damascus. Contains the
long version with glosses (fols, 140b.149b) and alLar®s Commentary
(fols. 125b-137b). At the end of the commentary the supplemental
paragraphs of the long version appear againt with some variant rea -
dings (fols, 137b-139b). Also contained in this manuscript is a copy in
the same hand of al-Risdlak al-Qudsiyah al-Tdhirah bi-Shark al-Durrah
al-Fakhirak of Tbrahim ibn Haydar ibn Ahmad al-Kurdi al- Husaynaba*r
di (fols. 89b-124b). At the end of this work the copyist has given his
name as Muhammad ibn cAbd al-Laﬁf al-Hanbali with the date 5
Jumada al-rjlé 1127,

cAgad’id Taymir 393. Dar al—Mlsrlyah, -Cairo (Fz}zm al—Khzzanah
al-Taymiriyah IV, 122), Contains the short version and glosses (fols.
200b-209b) and, in a different hand, al-Lari’s Commentary (fols. 189a-~
209é). The copy of the Commentary was completed by Ahmad.ibn
Muhammad on 23 Shawwil 1085 in Medina., The manuscript also
contains a copy of al-Jami’s Risalah Ji al-Wuyjid (fols. 168a-180a) and -
on the margins of al~-Durrah al-Fikhirak, in addition to al-Jamils own
glosses, portions of Ibrahim al-Kiirini’s glosses, al-Tahrirdt al-Bahirak.
Written on fol. 200b is the passage from al-Shaqd’ig al~.Nu°mdm:yak

rev
previously quoted, giving the mrcumstanccs of the composmon of al-

Durrah al-Fakhirah.

Bukhard 427-8. Asiatic Museum, Leningrad. Contains the long
version and gIosses (fols. 31b-5 3a),and al—Larls Commentary (fols. 53b-
74b), The copyist of both work was Mulla Mxrza ¢Abd al~Rasul al—-
Tajir al-Bukhiari who completed the copy of the Commentary at the '
beginning of Rabic al-Akhir 1514. -

Cairo 1328. Printed at the end (pp. 247-296) of Asis al-Taqdis
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small treatise on God’s existence and attributes, and if you learn those
things contained in it, that is sufficient, for there is no other work on these

matters to be.read or known.7?

Ibrahim al-Kirani in his al-Amam li-igiz al-Himgm combines all
three titles and calls the work al-Durrah al-Fikhirah al-Mulagqabakh bi-Hutta
Rablak fi Tahgiq Madhhab al-Sufiyak wa-al-Mutakallimin wa-al-Hukam@ al-

Mutaqaddimin 8

Houtsma 464 bears yet another title, Risdlat al-Muhdkamat, or
Treatise of Adjudications, evidently in reference to the adjudication reques-

ted of al-Jami by Sultdin Muhammed IT. -

IV. €Abd al-“hafar al-L-.;ri, the Author of the Commentary
on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

Radi al.Din “Abd al-Ghafiir al-Lari, the author of the Commentary
on al-Durrah al.Fakhirah was both a disciple (murid) and a student
(shdgird) of al-Jami. Like al-Jami, he was also among the group of illus -
trious men in Herat who enjoyed the patronage of the Timirid sultan,
Husayn Bayqara. The biographical sources! do not mention the date of
his birth, but do state that he was from Lar2 and that he died in-Herat

on 5 Shathan 912 and was buried next to the tomb of al-Jami,
_ . o ‘
In addition to his Commentary on al-Durrak al-FtZlchiral;, al-Lari was

the author of the previously mentioned Hashiyah, or gloss, on al-Jami’s
JVafalzzit al.Uns together with the Khdtimak, or Takmilah, containing the
biography af al-Jami.} He also wrote a hdshiyah on al-Jami’s al-
Fawd’id al-Diy@’iyah,* and a Persian commentary on al_U,vﬁlAal.CAslzamIz

(or Risdlah fi al-Turug) of Najm al-Din al-Kubra.5
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V. Other Commentaries on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

In addition to al-Lari’s Commentary, a number of other commentaries
have been written on al-Durrak al-Fikhireh, The following works have
proved helpful in preparing the present edition and tramslation of al-

Durrah at-Fakhirah:

1. Al-Tahrirat al-Bahkirah li-Mabdhith al-Durrah al-Fikhirah by
Ibradhim ibn Hasan al-Karani.1 A collection of glosses on both the text
of al-Durrah al-Fikhirah as well as of al-Jami's Gléxses.- From. the first
lines of the work it is apparent that these glosses were collected by one éf
Ibrahim al-Karani’s students. The work is not included in the list of al-
Kurini's works given by al-Baghdadi in his Hadiyat al-<drifin,? nor is lit
mentioned by Brockelmann., The manuscripts of the work are in the
Robert Garret Collection of the Princeton University Library, One, Yahuda
4049, consists of 21 folios and was copied in 1118 AH. by a former
student of al-Kirini named Misa ibn Ibrabim al-Basri for Sibt Shaykh
al-Islam Ahmad Afandi, The other consisting of folios 1 855—199b of Yahu-
da 5373,3 was copied by a certain Yahya in 1120 A.H. Some of the
individual glosses of this work are fdund in the margins of al-Durrah al -

Fakhirah in °Aqa’id Taymir 393, Yahuda 3049, and Yahuda 3872,

2. Al-Risalak al-Qudsiyah al-Tahirah bi-Shark al-Durrak al-Fakhirah by
Ibrahim ibn Ahmad al-Kurdi al-Husaynabadi.4 A commentary on the
long version of al-Durrak al-Firhirah as wellas 20 of al JamP’s glosses.
According to a statment of the author at the end of the work, it was
completed in 1106 A ,H. Three manuscripts of the wqr.k are knowfx. Oﬁe,
cited by Brockelmann, is in the Maktabat al-Baladg’yah ih Alexandria, and
another forms part of MS No. 3337 in the Maktabat a}l‘-Awq‘ﬁf in Bagh-

dad.5 A third, in Dar.al.Kutub al - Zahiriyah in Damascus, consists
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or because it avoids problems necessarily resulting from positions held by

either the theologians or the philosophers.

For example, the SGfi position that God’s attributes are identical
with His essence externally but superadded to it in the mind represents a
position midway between the theologians’ position that God’s attributes
are superadded to His essence and that of the philosophers who assert that

His attributes are indentical with His essence.

Again, the SGfi position that the universe is eternal even though
God is a free agent reconciles the philosophers’ assertion that because God
is a necessary agent, the universe is external, with the theologians’ asser-

tion that because the universe is originated, God is a free agent.

However, on the question of whether God’s existence is superadded
to His essence or identical with it, the Sifis maintain an entirely different
position. Instead of considering God as composed of essence and existenice
they equate Him with absolute existence. They thus not only avoid the
problem of determining the relation of His existence to His essence, but in
addition do not have to prove God’s unity, as must be done by the
theologians and philosophers, since it is impossible to imagine multiplicity

in an absolute concept.

C. Thes Sources used by al-Jami in al-Durrah al-Fakhirah. In

presenting the respective positions of the theologians, the philosophers and
the Safis al-Jami has relied heavily on a number of standard and well-known
works, In fact, much of the material presented in al-Durrah al-Fikhirah,
and in the Glosses as well, consists of passages quoted or paraphrased
from these works, Sometimes al-Jimi acknowledges these passages as
quotations and indicates their source. Often, however, he simply incor -

porates them into his text as if he had written them himself.5 -
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The principal theological works from which al-Jami quotes are al -
Jurian?l’s Shark al-Mawdgif and al-Taftazan?’s Skark al-Magasid. Extensive
passages from al-Tist's Shark al-Isharat and his Risdlah written in answer
to Sadr al-Din al-Qfinawl’s questions are quoted in presenting some of
the positions of the philosophers.

As might be expected, al-Jami’s sources for the Safi position are both
numerous and varied, Among the works quoted from extensively are al-
Fanarl’s Misbah al-Uns, al-Qaysari’s Matla® Khusis al-Kilam, al-Hamadha-
ni’s Zubdat al-Hagd’ig, Ibn ¢Arab?’s al-Futihat al-Makkiyah, and al-Qinawi’s
Kitab al-Nusiis as well as his I%dz al-Baydn,

D. The Various Titles by which the work is known. The title given

to al.Durrah al-Fikhirah varies from manuscript to maxiuscript'; The two
most common titles are al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, and Risalah fi Tahgiy Madhhab
al-Sifiyah wa-al-Mutakallimin wa-al-Hukama@', -or some variant of this latter
title derived from the first sentence of the second paragraph of the work,
ALJami’s disciple, ¢Abd al-Ghafiir al.Lari, in listing al Jam?s works,
gives the title as Risdlah-i Tahqgiqg-i Madhhab-i Sifi wa-Mutakallim wa-Hakim.b
Often the two titles are combined as in the Cairo printed edition of
1328.

A few manuscripts have an additional subtitle, Hutta Rahlak, meaning
“put down your saddle bag”, Yahuda 3872 and ©¢Aqa’id Taymir 393
both bear this as a subtitle to al-Durrak al-Fikhirah, Jacobus Ecker, in
describing the manuscripts he used in preparing his Latin translation of
selected passages from the work mentions that Gotha MS. No, 87 also
bears this subtitle, He further states that in the colophon of this manus-
cript the copyist has written that the meaning of Hu;;a Raplak is Inzil
héhuna, fa-md ba®d <Abbadin garyah, that is, Dismount here, for there are

no towns after Abbadan, Ecker interprets this to mean: If you read this
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to six questions? including the question of existence, He sent it to Sultan
Muhammad Khan stating that should the treatise prove . acceptable, he
would supplement it with an explanation of the remaining questions,
Otherwise there would be nothing to gain in his wasting his time further,
The treatise, however, arrived in Constantinople after the death of Sultdn
Muhammad Khan.” Ai-Mawld Muhyi al-Din al-Fanari said further more
that this treatise remained with his father; and I believe he said that it is
still with him.3

There can be little doubt thatthe treatise referred to in this account
is al-Durrah al-Fikhirah, for no other work of al-Jami can be described
.as an adjudication between theologians, Stfis and philosophers, This
identification is further supported by the fact that this same passage from
al-Shaqd’ig al-Nu°manipahis quoted on the title pages of two of the manu-
scripts used in the present edition of the Arabic text, Yahuda 3872 and
€Aqga’id Taymiir 393.

Not only does this account explain why al-Jami wrote al-Durrah al -
Fakhirah, it also provides an explanation for the fact that both short and
long versions of bthe work exist, The short version, which contains parag-
raphs 1-73 only, is apparently the original text sent to Sultin Muhammad

11, whereas the long version, containing the supplemental paragraphs 74-
92, represents the completed work.

The acccunt, furthermore, provides a date for the completion of the
original version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, namely; the year 886/1481, the
date of Mubammad II’s death. The work was thus written when al-Jami
was 69 years of age, after he had written Nagd al-Nusiis, the first daftar of
Silsilat al-Dhahab, Nafahat al-Uns, and the first Diwan, but before the
composition of most of his other major works. |

B. Al-Jami’s Method of Adjudication in al-Durrah al-Fakhirah.

In making his mukakamak, or adjudication, between theologians, philoso -
phers and S4fis, al-Jami takes up eleven questions, all of which had for

centuries been the subject of debate between the theologians and the

philosophers, These questions, listed in the order in which they are taken
up, are the fo'lowing:

1. The nature of God’s existence and its relation to His essence, that
is, is it superadded to His essence or identical with it?

2. God’s unity and the necessity of demonstrating it.

3. The nature of God’s attributes and their relation to Hi; essence,
that is, are they superadded to his essence or identical with it?

4. The nature of God’s knowledge and the problem of attributing
knowledge to God without compromising His unity or necessary existence.

5. God’s knowledge of particulars and the problems encountered in
attributing this type of knowledge to God, ,

6. The nature of God’s will and whether His will is an attribute
distinct from His knowledge.

7. The nature of God’s power and the related question of whether
God is a free agent or a necessary agent.

8. The question of whether the universe is eternal or originated toge-
ther with the question whether an eternal universe can result from a free
agent or not,

9. The nature of God’s speech and the question of whether the Qur’an
is eternal or created.

10. The voluntary acts of humans and whether they voccur through
the power of God or man.

11. The emanation of the universe from God and the question of
whether it i3 possible for multiple effects to result from a single cause,4

In general, with respect to each of these questions, al-Jami first
presents the opposing positions of the theologians and the philosophers and
mere rationally possible alternative to the theological and philoscphical
positions but as a clearly superior‘ position, either because it reconciles, the

opposing views of tﬁc theologians and philosophers on a particular questicn,
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Some years later, shortly before his death in 886 A H., the Ottoman
sultan, MuhammadIl, again sent an envoy with precious gifts to al-Jami,
this time with the request that al-Jami write a work comparing and
judging the respective positions of the theologians, the philosophers, and
the Safis, Al-Jami acceded to this request and wrote a work which, as
shall be shown below, is to be identified with al-Durrah al-Fakhirah,3°

Still later al-Jami was again invited to Istanbul by Muhammad II’s
successor, Bayazid II. On this occasion al-Jami accepted the invitation of
the sultan3! and travelled as far as Hamadhan before he decided to turn
back because of an epidemic of plague in the Ottoman territories.32

Al.Jami died in Herat on 18 Muharram 898/1492 at the age of

81 and was buried next to his spiritual guide, Sa®d al-Din al-Kashgharf.33

IL. Al - Jami’s Works

Al.Jimi was the author of 2 large number of Persian and Arabic
works, both in prose and in verse, on a wide range of subjects.! His
disciple, “Abd al-Ghafar al-Lari, lists the titles of 45 of these works in
the Khdtimah to his Héshiyak on al-Jami’s Nafehdt al-Uns.2 The same titles
are given by Sam Mirza in his Tuhfah-i Sami, although in a somewhat
different order.3

Al-Jam?’s principal poetical works, all of which are in Fersian, are
the Haft Awrang, containing seven mathnawis: . Silsilat al-Dhakab, the first
daftar of which was composed in 876,4 and the second in 890, Selaman
wa-Absal, Tuhfat al-Ahrar, composed in 886, Subkat al_Abrar, Yisuf wa.
Zulaykhd, composed in 888, Layld - wa-Majnin, comwposed in 889. and
Khirad-namah-i Sikandari; and three diwdns: Fatikat al-Shabdb, compiled in
884, Wasitat al-Clgd, compiled in 894, and Khdtimat al-Hayah, compiled
in 896.5

In addition to al-Dwrrak al-Fikhirah, al.Jami wrote a number of

other works dealing with the doctrines of the Sifis, These include his’

Lawd’ih, a Persian work in prose and poetry which has been published in
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facsimile and translated into English by E.H. Whinfield and Mirza Muhm-
mad Qazwini;e a commentary on Ibn CArabi’s Fusis al-Hikam completed
in 896;7 Nagd al-Nusils fi Sharl Nagsh al-Fusis, a commentary in Persian
and Arabic on Ibn “Arabi’s own abridgement of his Fusis al-Hikam, com-
posed in 863;8 and Risilah fi al-Wujiid, a short essay in which al-Jami

attempts to demonstrate the external existence of existence.9

Other prose works of importance are his Nafahdt al-Uns min Hadarat
al-Quds, begun in 881 and completed in 883, and containing biographies
in Persian of some 614 Sifis;1° al-Fawd’id al Diyd’iyak, a commentary
compdsed in 897 for his son Diya al-Din Yiisuf on Ibn al-Haj:b’s famous
work on Arabic syntax, al - Kéfiyah;11 ‘and ﬁnaily his Bahdristan, a Persian

work written in 892 in imitation of Sa®dr’s Gulistan.12

IIL. Al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

A. The Circumstances of its Composition. As has been mentioned

previously, al-Jimi was requested by the Ottoman sultan, Muhammad
11, to write a treatise judging the respective positions of the thcblogians,
the Sifis, and the philosophers. Tashkubrizadah, in his biography of al-
Jami in al-Shaqd’iq al-NuCmdniyah relates the cirumstances of this request

as follows:

Al-Mawla al-ASzam Sayyidi Muhyi-al-Din al-Fanari related that
his father, al - Mawla ©Ali al- Fanari, who was ¢ddi inal -CAskar al-Mangir .
under Sultan Myhammad Khan, said, “The Sutin said to me one day
that there was need for an adjudication (muhdkamak)! between those groups
investigating the sciences of reality (Culim al-hagiqak), namely, the theolo-
giars, the Sifis, and the philosophers.” My father replied, “I said to the
Sultan that no one was more capable of such an adjudication between these
groups th:n al-Mawla °Abd al-Rahman al-Jami.” He then said, “Sultan
Muhammad Khian accordingly sent an envoy with precious gifts to bim
and requested of him the aforementioned adjudication. Al-Jami thereupon

wrote a treatise in which he adjudicated between those groups with respect



2 al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

Al-Jam?’s first encounter with SGfism was at the age of five when he
was taken by his father to see the great Nagshbandi saint Khwajah Mubam-~
mad Pirsi,!° who was then passing throuzh Jim on his way to Mecca to
perform the pilgrimage. Later al.Jami was himself initiated into the
Nagshbandi order by Sa®d al-Din al-Kashghari,!! whose spiritual lineage
extended back to the founder of the order, Bahi’ al-Din al-Nagshbandi,!2

through Nizam al-Din Khamiish,!3 and °Ala’ al-Din al-Attar,14

Other Safis with whom al-Jami associated were Fakhr al-Din Liris-
tani, 15 Khwajah Burhan al-Din Abi Nagr Parsi 1 Baba’ al-Din ¢Umar,17
Khwijah Shams al - Din Mahammad Kisi'i, 18 Jalal al - Din Piirani,19 and
Shams al-Din Muhammad Asad.2°® ’

A 5ifi for whom al-.Jami had a special regard and esteem was his
friend and contemporary Nasir al-Din Ubayd Alla'i al.Abrar.2! Although
al-Jami met him in p;:rson on only four occasions, he nevertheless carried
on an extensive correspondence?? with him for many years and mentioned
him by name in several of his poetical works.23

Al-Jam?’s later life was spentin Herat where he enjoyed the patro~
nage of Sultdn Husayn Bayqara, the Timarid ruler of Khurasan from 873
to 911 A H. Al-Jami was one of a number of illustrious scholars, poets, and
artists whom Sultdn Husayn had attracted to his court. Among them were
the Turki poet Mir CAli.Shir Nawi’i, a close friend of al.Jami and the
author of a bibgarphy of him entitled Khamsat al-Mutahayyirin,24 and the
two painters, Bihzad and Shih Muzaffar 25

In the middle of Rabi® al-Awwal 877, when he was 60 years of
age, al-Jami set out in a caravan for Mecca with the intention of per -
forrﬁiﬂg the pilgrimage. He arrived in Baghdad at thé beginning of Jumada
al-Akhirah and soon thereafter travelled to Kérbalé to visit the tomb of
al-Husayn. Shortly after his return to Baghdad he was falsely accused of
having ridiculed the beliefs of the Shi‘ites in a passage in the first daftar of

his Silsilat al-Dhahab, The reason forthis accusation wasthat a certain man
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named Fathi, who had travelled with the caravan from Herat, quarreled
with some of the other members of the caravan and, wishing to take revenge
on them, incited the Shi‘ite population of the city against the caravan. He
did this by showing to a group of Shifites a passage from al-Jami’s
Silsilat al-Dhahab from which he had removed certain verses and substituted
others, thus giving to the passage an anti-Shicite bias.26 Al-Jami, however
was easily able to silence his accusers by producing, at a public meeting
called for the occasion, the full and correct text of the work.

Having stayed in Baghdad for four months al-Jami resumed his journey
to Mecca passing through al-Najaf on his way in order to visit the tomb
of “Ali, When he had completed the pilgrimage he returned home by way
of Damascus and Aleppo, spending 45 days in Damascus for the purpose
of hearing traditions from Muhammad al - Khaydari,?7 a famous traditionist

and ShafiCite qadi.

Although most of his greatest poctical works were yet to be written,
al-Jami’s renown had by this time spread throughout the Islamiq “world.
As a consequence, when the Ottoman sultan, Mubammad 11, learned that
al-Jami had set out on the pilgrimage, he sent as his envoy a certain
cAta® Allah al-Kirmani28 to Damascus to invite al-Jami to visit Istanbul
and to present him with a gift of 5000 ashrafis?9 with the promise of
100,000 more should he accept the invitation. When al-Kirmani arrived
in Damascus. however, al-Jami had already left it for Aleppo, and when
al-Jami heard that al-Kirmini was following him to Aleppo, he set out
at once for Tabriz, for he apparently did not want to be put in the position
of refusing the sultan’s invitation.

Upon his arrival in Tabriz, he was wellvrece-i'v'ed by the Aq Qfiyunli
ruler, Uziin Hasan, who not only presented him with many fine gifts but
also invited him to remain in Tabriz. Al-Jami, however, giving as his
excuse the need to care for his agc’d mother, insisted on returning to Herat

and the court of his patron Husayn Mirza Bayqara,
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I. The Author of al-Durrah al- F;khirah

Nir al Din “Abd al - Rahmin ibn Ahmad al.]ami, the author of
al - Durrah ol - Fakhirah, was born in Kharjird, a town in the district of Jam,!
on 23 Shacban 817/1414.2 As a youth he entered the Nizamiyah -School
in Herat where he attended the class of Junayd al-Usili on Arabic rhetoric.
Here he proved to be a superior student, for although he had expected
the class to be studying the Mukhiaser al-Talkhis,3 he found upon entering
that the students had already advanced to the Sharh al- Mifidht and the
Mutawwal 5 He was nevertheless able to understand these works wifhout .
difficulty and to complete not only the AMutawwal but its gloss as well.
Among other scholars under whom he studied in Herat were °All al-Samar-
gandi, a former student of al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani, 'and Shibab
al-Din al-Jajirmi, who had studied under Sa®d al-Din al-Taftazani.

* To pursue his education further al-Jami then moved to Samarqand
where he studied under QAdi-Zadah al.Rimi,® the famous astronomer
at the observatory of the Timiurid ruler, Ulugh Beg, Here again he demons.
trated  his brilliance and superior intelligence, first by winning a debate
with his teacher and later by suggesting a number of corrections and
emendations for the improvement of two of Qadi.Zadah’s most famous
works, the Shark al-Tadkkirah,7 and the Shark Mulakhkhas »al-]aghmz’m‘.g
QAadi-Zadah was so impressed with his new student’s intellectual powers
that he claimed no one al-Jami’s equél had ever crossed the Oxus intc
Samarqgand since its founding, On a later occasion in Herat a].Jim'i was
asked to solve some very abstruse astronmomical problems by the learned
astroriomer ©Ali al-Qjishji.9 Much to al-Qishji’s chagrin he was able to
solve them without any difficulty whatsoever.
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Ess {(Tehran, 1976).
KXVIIT A, Zunbzi (ob. 1841)
Anwér~i Jalippah, Persian text edited with Persian Introduction by
S. J. Ashtiyani, and English Introduction by S, H,Nasr (Tehran,
1976).
XIX A. Jami, (1414 -1492)
al-Durrat al-Fékhirah, edited with English and Persian introductions
by N. Heer and A, Musavi, Behbahani (Tehran, 1980),
XX Asiri Lahijt (ob. 1506)
Divin, edited by B. Zanjéni, with an English introduction by N,
Ansari (Tchran, 1978),
XXI Nasir Khusraw (1004-1091)
Divin, edited by M, Minovi and M, Mohaghegh (Tehran, 1978),
XXIT AT. Istardbadi
Sharl 1 Fusiis al-Hikmah, Persian text edited by M.T. Danishpazih,
with two articles on Fugds by Khalil Jeorr and S, Pines (Tehran,
1980).
XXITII Sultdn Valad
Rabdb Nima, edited by A. Sultani Gordi Faramarzi (Tehran, 1980)
XXIV Nasir al.din Thsi
Talkhis al= Muhassal, edited by A, Norani {under print)
XXV Rukn al-din Shirazi
Shark i Fsusti al~Hikam, edited by R, Mazltimi (uader print)
XXVI M. Tabrizi
Sharh i Bist va Pay Mugaddimah i Ibn i Maymin, Translated into
Persian By J. Sajjadi (under Print)



XIX

F PERSIA

-SERIES -

OF TEXTS AND STUDIES PUBLISHED
by

The Institute of Islamic Studies
McGill University, Tehran Branch

In Collaboration with Tehran University

General Editors

MEHDI MOHAGHEGH

Professor at Tehran University, Iran

. CHARLES J. ADAMS
Professor at McGill University, Canada

Research Associate at MceGill University
3

Director of the Institute of Islamic Studies

Institute of Islamic Studies McGill University

Tehran Branch, P.O..Box 314/1133

Printed by Tehran University.Prcss, Tehran-Iran

I

WISDOM OF PERSIA
General Editors : M. Mohaghegh and C. J. Adams

H.M.H. Sabzawari (1797-1878).

Sharh-i Ghurar al-Fard’id or Sharh—1 Manzimah

Part One : “Metaphysics”, Arabic text and commeﬁtéries, edited
with English and Persian Introduction and Arabic-English glossary,

by M, Mohaghegh and T.Izutsu (Tehran, 1969).

IT M.M, Ashtiyant (1888-195 7).

It

v

v

A'2!

TaCligah bar Sharh~i - Manziimah (*Commentary of Sabzawdri’s Sharh—i
Manziimak”)

Vol. It Arabic text edited by A, Falat(ri and M., Mohaghegh, with
an English introduction by T.Izutsu (Tehran, 1973).

M. M. Ashtiydni

Tatligah bar Sharh~i Manzdmah

Vol. I:Persian and German Introductions, indices and commentary,
by A, Falattui and M..Mohaghegh (under print).

Collected Papers on Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism

Edited by M, Mohaghegh and H. Landolt (Tehran, 1971).

N.A. Isfardyint (1242-1314).

Kashif al-Asrar

Persian text edited and translated into French, with French and

Persian introductions by H. Landolt (Tehran, 1980).

N. Razi (fl. 13th century).

Marmilzdt~i Asadi dar Mazmurdi-i Déawid:

Persian text edited with Persian introduction by M.R. Shaﬁci Kadkani,

and English introduction by H. Landolt (Tehran, 19 74),‘
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